
 

No. 16—Vestal’s 190th Anniversary Draws to a Close 
Today Vestal’s 190th anniversary draws to a close.  Dur-
ing the year we’ve taken a fresh look at some historic 
topics and discovered new and interesting information.  
Articles and photographs focusing on Vestal’s history 
have appeared in the Vestal Town Crier and the Vestal 
Life magazine.  They’re also available on the Town of 
Vestal website www.vestalny.com under the Historian’s 
Department and of course, at my office.  Research and 
writing continues on a plethora of topics and people; for 
example:  

• Old Home Day in 1924 – a town-wide celebra-
tion. 
 

• Edgewood Park on State Line Road – where 
square dances and picnics were enjoyed by all. 
 

• Vestal’s numerous subdivisions – who built them, 
and maps showing where they’re located. 
 

• Crane’s Grove – the site of picnics and other ac-
tivities. 
 

• The French Tract – why do other towns have a 
“French Tract” and what was that cabin in ours. 
 

• L.A. Mason – a dairy farmer and town supervisor 
whose herd was decimated by tuberculosis. 
 

• Charles Russell – Vestal’s first undertaker. 
 

• Vestal’s early industry – the small cigar factory, 
tanneries, paint, shirt collar, safety pin, and fire-
works factories, not to mention our mills. 
 

• Early doctors who practiced in Vestal. 
 

• The lives of early residents who contributed to 
Vestal’s growth. 
 

• The Vestal Theater, Taylor’s Tiny Town, the Fruit 
Market, and the first Poncho’s Pit. 
 

• Businesses, big and small, that have occupied 
Vestal’s plazas. 

 
As children growing up in Vestal we were too busy with 
school and friends to pay attention to the history happen-
ing around us.  As adults we long to see and hear about 
what we missed.  Many who no longer live in Vestal enjoy 
the photographs and nostalgic conversation on Facebook 
groups such as “Vintage Vestal”, “Historic Vestal Photo-
graphs”, and “I’m from Vestal, NY”. 
 
One goal of all 1600+ New York State historians is to 
gather and preserve as many pieces of their municipal-
ity’s history as possible.  Items that appear to have no  

particular value such as a store receipt from Sumner’s 
Store in Vestal Center or a stock certificate from the 
Safety Pin factory are priceless to our collections.  Photo-
graphs of old milk bottles, or long-gone barns, even those 
showing only street scenes make our hearts beat faster.  
Diaries and letters providing a glimpse into life long ago 
can make us swoon.   Something as simple as a hand-
written list of couples attending the 1941 Senior Dance 
that describes the gowns worn by the young ladies be-
comes a precious memory for someone’s family history.  
It’s all important. 
 
Each of you can help preserve Vestal’s history by allow-
ing me to photograph, make a high-quality scan, or a 
copy of these items for the files.  You retain the items and 
the ability to post the information to Facebook, pass the 
items to a family member, or even dispose of them 
(although I hope you won’t) while making sure they are 
forever a part of Vestal’s history. 
 
Oral histories are another way to preserve first person 
accounts of activities such as attending a one-room 
school, playing on one of Vestal‘s first athletic teams, 
growing up on a farm or in one of our numerous  
neighborhoods.  Please consider stopping by to tell your 
story.  Or if you prefer, write it down to add to the files.  
Also keep in mind that both the Vestal Museum and Ves-
tal Historical Society accept items pertaining to Vestal for 
their collections.   
 
And, if you’ve acquired items from another municipality, 
consider contacting their historian to offer them the op-
portunity to preserve their history.  I’d be happy to help 
you make that connection. 
 
My heartfelt gratitude goes to the “history heroes” who 
have already shared their memories and treasures so 
that you and future generations can know the history of 
our community. 
 
Our 190th anniversary may be ending but in nine short 
years Vestal will celebrate its Bi-centennial…we hope 
you’ll be there to make history with us!   
 
Additional information about sources and topics in this 
article is found at the Historian’s office. 
 
A few of Vestal’s historic images from the 1950’s and 
1960’s follow. 
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No. 16—Vestal’s 190th Anniversary Draws to a Close   (continued) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This was Vestal High’s first student conduct handbook. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The popular Frankie & Johnnies’s on the Parkway. 
 
 
 
 

The Holiday Inn was a white stucco futuristic building on 
Vestal Road in Vestal Gardens.  Notice the long curving 
bar on the right in this photo.  

 
1941 Senior Dance list of attendees complete with a de-
scription of what each lady wore and her corsage. 
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No. 16—Vestal’s 190th Anniversary Draws to a Close   (continued) 

Leahy’s Barons of Beef Restaurant on the north side of 
the Parkway was a popular place for business lunches 
and family dinners. 
 
 

Pee Tee’s Drive In was a popular spot to go for French 
Fries and a Coke after the game.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VanDervort’s Dairy Bar at the corner of Route 26 and 
what used to be Juneberry Road, now W. Sheedy was 
the place to go for ice cream. 

The Vestal Center Fair about 1955...contests, music, and 
fun for all.  Note the former one-room school on the right 
that was used as a Community Hall until being purchased 
by the Vestal Center Baptist Church. 
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