
Conservation Advisory Commission 
Minutes of August 19, 2010 Meeting  

 
Present: Steve Appel, Curt Pueschel, Richard Pastore, Cynthia Stephens/Westerman, Linda 
Green 
Excused: Michael Restuccia, Shepard Bennett 

Minutes for the July 27 meeting were approved after corrections.  The next meeting was agreed 
to be on September 16, and it was also agreed that approval would be sought to change our 
regular meeting schedule from the fourth Tuesday of the month to the third Thursday.  Dick will 
not be able to attend the October, November, and December meetings, which again raised the 
need to have an alternate member appointed so that we can more easily reach a quorum.   
Two CAC members were registered to attend the EPA gas-drilling meeting that was to be held at 
BU but was cancelled.  Present understanding is that the county is trying to negotiate a two-day 
meeting to be held in Binghamton at the Forum in mid-September.  Unfortunately, it appears that 
the goal of the meeting, gathering public input on the EPA research study of the hydraulic 
fracturing, is likely to be ignored by those who will instead simply argue for or against gas 
drilling. 
We were not successful in arranging to have the Vestal Park Supervisor attend our meeting to 
discuss long-term plans for the parks, but the invitation will be reissued.  In addition to concerns 
about Jones Park, we should also raise some of the issues that we discussed in the context of our 
streams report, including erosion along the creeks in the parks and the need to have a unmowed 
buffer along the streambanks. 

There was no EMC meeting, but Cindy noted that the Broome County Legislature has passed an 
ordinance regarding overweight vehicles, which is a major concern associated with natural gas 
drilling because the heavy road traffic is likely to damage roadways.  The legislation is posted on 
the Broome County Legislature web site. 

Questions were asked about the state of plans to expand both ends of the Rail Trail and the status 
of the Ford Tract.  Although plans were drawn for the development of playing fields on the Ford 
Tract and a grant was proposed, the proposal was not funded.  The Ford Tract is not listed among 
the parks on the Town website. 

Steve reported that the Planning Board was considering a developer’s plans to demolish the 
structure that formerly housed a video store in the mall at Four Corners in preparation for the 
building of an Aldi food store. 
Members report hearing of renewed problems with the upland aquifer.  Such problems came to 
our attention several years ago when, after consecutive dry years, people with homes at higher 
elevations found their wells were going dry after new neighbors drilled additional or deeper 
wells nearby.  To better understand the problem, we had discussed the possibility of trying to 
obtain data from local well-drilling companies.  This idea morphed into arranging a study by a 
BU Geology professor, whose plan to monitor stream flow and infiltration was diverted by a 
controversy surrounding a new building project.  Ultimately the study was unable to achieve its 
goals because residents declined to provide drilling data.  The dry period and concerns about the 
upland aquifer was followed by the floods of 2006, which shifted attention from too little to too 
much water.  With a return of concern over dry wells, we discussed ideas of how data on the 
depth to which wells need to be drilled to reach water might be gathered without running into 
disclosure issues, but no resolution emerged. 


